
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 June 1997 
 

Contributions Sought for Spotlight on Rural Public Health 
 

Reports on health promotion and illness prevention programs in rural areas are being sought 
for a national meeting on public health in rural Australia. 
 
The first National Rural Public Health Forum is to be held in Adelaide on 12-15 October 
1997.  It will bring together people from rural communities who have experience with health 
promotion and illness prevention and with the impact on rural health of environmental factors 
and rural infrastructure.  The Forum will enable participants to exchange ideas and options for 
solving rural public health problems with people from other country areas.   
 
The Forum will also be attended by local government representatives, rural health teachers 
and researchers, State and Federal public servants, and peak bodies involved in various 
aspects of health. 
 
Reports or papers on local or regional rural health programs will be printed and provided to 
Forum delegates.  A number of these papers will also be presented by their authors at 
workshop sessions at the Forum. 
 
The Forum organisers are particularly interested in reports or stories about successful local 
programs on occupational health and safety in rural industries, respiratory problems, skin and 
other cancers, motor vehicle and other accidents, injury prevention, diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, and stress and hypertension. 
 
There is also to be a special focus at the Forum on rural aspects of indigenous health, men’s 
health, women’s health, child and youth health, and the health implications of rural lifestyles. 
 
Authors are encouraged to focus on models of health care which involve local initiatives, 
community leadership, intersectoral collaboration, and partnerships between local rural 
organisations. 
 
Paper abstracts of a single page are to be submitted by 4 July to the NRHA at PO Box 280, 
Deakin West, ACT 2600, or they can be sent by fax to (06) 285 4670 or on the email to 
nrha@ruralhealth.org.au. 
 
Forum organisers are the Federal Departments of Primary Industries and Energy, of Health 
and Family Services, and the Rural Health Alliance. 
 
Detailed brochures about the Forum can be obtained from the NRHA at the address below or 
by telephoning (06) 285 4660. 
 
 
Contacts: Gordon Gregory and Des Murray, NRHA, (06) 285  4660 


