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Alliance Welcomes Federal Boost for Rural Health Workers  
 

Sue Wade, Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA), today welcomed the 
recent launch by Federal Minister Dr Michael Wooldridge of the John Flynn Scholarships and 
of further work to help health professionals recognise and deal with depression and suicide 
among Australian youth. 
 
“The NRHA has been a strong supporter of the Federal Government’s Rural Workforce Crisis 
Strategy.  Our eighteen Member Bodies are happy to see the John Flynn Scholarships 
formally launched and will do all they can to facilitate and support the program.   
 
“We are confident that the medical undergraduates who take up the Scholarships will gain 
useful and positive experiences of rural and remote health work, and that the rural general 
practices, hospitals and Aboriginal Medical Services which host them also benefit from the 
exercise.  We hope that the recipients of the Scholarships and their hosts will be tracked over 
time so that the full benefits of the program for the students, the Universities and the rural 
hosts can be measured and assured.   
 
“The Minister’s confirmation that the ten medical schools will administer the Scholarships 
themselves is welcomed and will strengthen the direct links between those University 
Departments and rural practitioners and the areas they serve.  This will give further impetus 
through the students for the Universities to provide rural electives and placements of real 
relevance and value. 
 
“The undergraduates involved will become the leaders of a new generation of rural doctors.  
Many of them are members of the rural undergraduate health club in their particular medical 
school. The national network of these health clubs will play an increasingly important role in 
leading, inspiring and informing health undergraduates about the worth of rural practice.   
 
“The recent national meeting of these health clubs showed that there are more and more links 
being developed between medical undergraduates and undergraduates in other professions, 
especially from allied health.  This lays the basis for stronger personal and professional ties 
between members of the different health professions. 
 
“Given the longstanding aim of the National Rural Health Alliance to encourage increased 
rural orientation among all the health professions, this is a trend we welcome and support 
very strongly’” Ms Wade said. 
 
The NRHA also welcomed the recent announcement by Dr Wooldridge of an additional 
project on youth suicide.  The project will help doctors and other community health 
professionals identify and act on warning signs of suicide.  It will also help families and the 
wider community.   
 
“This multi-professional approach to an issue of great concern to rural people and their health 
workers is very welcome,” Ms Wade said. 
 
 
Further information:  Sue Wade, Chairperson, NRHA  (015) 268 834 
    Gordon Gregory, Executive Director  (06) 285 4660  


