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Aboriginal Health: Perth Meetings provide Springboard For Action 
 

 
Strategies to address the appalling health problems endemic in many rural and remote 
Aboriginal communities will be discussed at a national rural health conference in Perth 
next week. 
 
The 4th National Rural Health Conference is being held in Perth from Sunday 9 February 
to Wednesday 12 February.  The Conference is being organised by the National Rural 
Health Alliance. 
 
Conference spokesperson and NRHA Executive Director, Gordon Gregory, said today 
the conference provides rural and remote communities with the opportunity to put 
forward recommendations to Federal and State Governments aimed at addressing the 
many health issues facing people living in rural areas. 
 
“Clearly, urgent action is needed to improve Aboriginal health,” he said. 
 
“The Australia Day address from the Governor General and the damning report card on 
indigenous wellbeing in Australia from the US Department of State are the latest high 
level statements reminding Australians again of the urgent need to resolve the plight of 
Aboriginal health.” 
 
Representatives of Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services from every State 
and Territory will exchange views with Aboriginal health managers and public servants, 
and with hundreds of non-Aboriginal health professionals from remote and rural areas. 
 
The Federal Department of Health has provided support, through the Alliance, for 
Aboriginal representatives to take part in the Conference.  
 
Among the speakers addressing Aboriginal health issues, Professor Max Kamien will 
argue that the Australian health system has failed to learn the lessons of history in 
Aboriginal health and he will chart the way forward for urgent action. 
 
Margaret-Ann Scott, Chief Nurse in the Northern Territory, will put the case for 
improved preparation for nurses to be able to make their critical contribution to 
improving indigenous health - as well as to services for non-Aboriginals in remote and 
rural areas. 
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Experienced remote area doctor, David Scrimgeour, will suggest that the need to provide 
core health services to Aboriginal communities is so urgent that they should not await the 
outcome of local community consultations.  They should, however, always be locally 
accountable. 
 
The Conference is being held in the Perth Concert Hall and the next-door Duxton Hotel.  
More than 600 people have already registered to attend. 
 
A number of communiques, including one on Aboriginal health, will be issued at the end 
of the conference.  They will contain recommendations on how to implement and develop 
strategies to improve rural and remote health outcomes. 
 
 
Information on Conference program/papers: Gordon Gregory, (06) 285 4660 or (06) 285 4850 or 
(06) 281 3611 a.h. 
 

Note for Editors: Max Kamien speaks at 9.15am on Tuesday 11 February, Margaret-Ann 
Cook at 9.45am.  Shane Houston addresses the Conference on Tuesday 11th at 2.15pm.  The 

recommendations and Communiques will be produced on Wednesday 12 February. 
 

pressrel/0202ab.doc 


