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 4th National Rural Health Conference to agree directions and priorities 
 

The largest public meeting ever held in Australia on the full range of rural health issues 
takes place in Perth in early February. 
 
Over 600 people from rural and remote Australia will be at the 4th National Rural Health 
Conference from 9-12 February 1997.  A representative of the WA Government will 
open the Conference in the Perth Concert Hall on the evening of Sunday 9th. 
 
Keynote Speakers include Sue Walpole, Federal Sex Discrimination Commissioner, and 
Max Kamien, a long-time advocate for improved health services for rural areas.  Other 
Keynote Addresses will be presented by the 1996 Rural Woman of the Year, Robyn 
Tredwell, and Shane Houston, General Manager of Aboriginal Health in WA. 
 
The Federal Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Bruce Scott, who released a health policy for 
rural veterans in late 1996, will represent the Federal Government at the Opening.  Kevin 
Prince, the WA Minister for Health, will address the Conference on Tuesday 11th.  The 
Closing Address is on Wednesday afternoon 12 February. 
 
Economic times are hard in rural Australia and this is adding to the disadvantages of 
distance, social isolation, deficiencies in infrastructure and high unemployment levels 
faced by people in country areas.  These place extra demands on rural health services. 
 
Reasonable access to health care is both a major need for rural Australians and a central 
element of the high standard of occupational health and safety needed to underpin 
Australia’s primary industries, including mining. 
 
Contrary to popular belief, rural Australia is not a naturally healthy place in which to live 
and work.  Rural morbidity and mortality are worse on a number of measures than in the 
capital cities.  These include respiratory disease; avoidable accidents (including those 
involving motor vehicles); injury, death and disease from occupational hazards; youth 
suicide; and diabetes in women and arthritis and deafness in men.   
 
The majority of the nation’s indigenous people also live in rural and remote areas and 
their health will be a major issue at the Conference. 
 
The facts about rural illness are compounded by the difficulty of attracting and retaining 
health care providers to rural and remote Australia.  The Australian Medical Association 
has just announced its intention to run a rural health campaign to help to address the 
serious situation. 
 
The main aim of the 4th National Rural Health Conference is to develop and support 
initiatives to help turn this situation around.  The Conference will endorse new models 
for rural and remote service and suggest directions and priorities for Governments, policy 
makers and administrators. 
 
Further information: Gordon Gregory, (06) 285 4660;  (06) 281 3611 (a.h.) 



*Note: the attached list shows the revised order of the Keynote Speakers. 
 


