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Media Release 
 

Alliance Chairperson ‘Out of Her Depth’, ‘Poorly Informed”! 
 

Sue Wade, Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance, spent three days this week 
flooded-in at her home near Eugowra in Central Western NSW.  The experience was not 
life-threatening for herself or her immediate family, but a strong reminder of the negative 
impact on rural quality of life of centralisation and rationalisation of services.  It also 
illustrated the effect of the vagaries of weather on those trying to provide services 
(including for health) to country people. 
 
Ms Wade’s work for the Alliance was uninterrupted thanks to a reliable telephone line 
and a working Fax machine.  But she was unable to get to her paid job and the experience 
was an illustration of the dangers of centralisation and reducing local information 
services, including regional radio. 
 
“Because of cuts to radio services we were unable to get accurate information about the 
height of the flood upstream or the likely timing of its peak.  This sort of information is 
not just useful - it is often required for safety reasons and critical decisions about 
farming, other work, travelling and family life,” Ms Wade said. 
 
“The inaccuracies are presumably due to the centralisation of some of the weather 
recording systems.  The river report on ABC radio on the Saturday morning was 
inaccurate and it turned out that the only good information was on the local CB network. 
 
“Our local commercial radio station was reporting that Eugowra itself was flooded - 
which it wasn’t.  These sorts of difficulties, and the dangers they pose to people in 
country areas, don’t seem to be accounted for when decisions about ‘rationalisation of 
services’ are made”, Ms Wade said. 
 
“People in our area are still trying to work out why our local District Office of the State 
Emergency Service was shifted from Forbes, which does flood, to Parkes, which doesn’t. 
 
“The Alliance is encouraging governments to make country towns more attractive places 
to live in so that there would be less need for specific incentives to get service 
professionals to work in them.  Keeping country people in the dark about the extent of 
natural disasters and cutting radio services doesn’t help,” she concluded. 
 
The Chairperson of the Alliance has now returned to her paid job, and did so without 
having to walk through water. 
 
Further information:   Sue Wade (068) 535 123 (home) (068) 422 899 
     (For face-to-face interviews, just barge in) 


