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MEDIA RELEASE 
HEALTH ALLIANCE SUPPORTS ITS RURAL DOCTORS 

 
The National Rural Health Alliance today welcomed the announcement made last week by the 
Federal Health Minister to protect and support rural areas from potential side effects of the policy 
to reduce the total number of doctors in Australia. 
 
The Minister intends to proceed with moves to limit access to Medicare Provider Numbers for 
new graduates.  However, he has indicated that temporary Provider Numbers will be made 
available to new doctors when they are providing a locum service to relieve a rural GP. 
 
The Minister also announced that new doctors working in country hospitals will have guaranteed 
access to a training program. 
 
“Australia’s ten medical schools have some of our brightest young men and women,” said Sue 
Wade, Chairperson of the Alliance.  “The majority of these are from European, Asian or our own 
strongly urbanised culture.  This is very different from the situation that existed thirty years ago. 
 
“Closing off a city career may not divert them to a rural one.  The challenges of modern medical 
and nursing practice in rural and remote Australia are complex.  New medical graduates are likely 
to recognise that they are not personally or professionally prepared for it,” said Ms Wade.  
“Therefore we welcome the temporary measure announced by the Minister and support him too 
in his belief that, in the longer term, the rural doctor issue can only be met by having a greater 
number of GPs who are suitably prepared for rural practice. 
 
“New medical graduates are likely to remain committed to the highest ideals of medicine but the 
practical difficulties of unsupported, independent rural practice may well defeat them.  They 
respect the country doctors who supervise them but worry that they themselves could not take 
over without adequate preparation. 
 
“We all have to work to improve both the context and the content of training for rural general and 
hospital practice.  We must find ways to restore confidence and funding for the towns, their 
health services and the people in the regions they serve,” Ms Wade said. 
 
The shortage of doctors in rural areas may not be a major part of the overall national health 
budget.  However it is a matter of acute importance to rural communities faced with either an 
enduring absence of services or the loss of existing services. 
 
“Doctors alone cannot be expected to restore this confidence,” Ms Wade said.  “Rural doctors 
have done a lot and deserve to be listened to and fully supported. 
 
“The Alliance realised very early in its deliberations that Federal Health Ministers must have the 
support of other Federal portfolios, and the States, and the professions, if Australian towns are to 
remain the healthy communities they deserve to be,” said Ms Wade. 
 
Further information: Sue Wade:  (015) 268 834 
   Gordon Gregory:  (06) 285 4660 


