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Aboriginal Health and Housing: 
The New Walgett Hospital Proves What Can Be Achieved 

 
On Wednesday 28 August 1996, the Queensland Minister for Public Works and Housing, Ray 
Connor, spoke passionately on ABC radio about the urgent need for additional funding to 
improve the state of housing, water and sewerage in some of the Aboriginal communities on Cape 
York and in the Torres Strait: 
 
 “it went from being in some cases reasonable to worse than third world.” 
 
On that same day in Walgett, in north-western NSW, a new hospital was opened.  Walgett has a 
large Aboriginal population and for years the town’s hospital was one of the most ramshackle and 
unsuitable in the country.  It is a fairly small town in an isolated area and has had its share of 
climatic and social problems over the years.  But these things did not deter those working there 
for a new hospital. 
 
The Alliance would like Walgett’s success to be seen as a symbol of what can be achieved to 
improve rural and remote infrastructure given long-term co-operation within a community, and 
between communities and governments.  When it speaks for everyone in a particular region and is 
persistent, the voice of the people in a democracy such as ours is eventually heard. 
 
Today the people of Walgett and the surrounding area have a good modern hospital.  The flow-on 
effects for their health and their region will be very beneficial.  They will have access to an 
excellent acute health care facility.  It will now be easier for the hospital and the local Aboriginal 
Medical Service to obtain doctors who are willing to give years of service to the town. 
 
“The Alliance welcomes the Federal Government’s decision to quarantine Aboriginal housing 
and infrastructure funding from cuts.  We support the Queensland Minister’s call for a substantial 
allocation of new money to infrastructure for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 
 
“We also support Minister Connor in his call for these issue to be addressed by a Ministerial 
Taskforce at the highest level.  Perhaps the bilateral agreements on Aboriginal health being 
negotiated between Federal and State/Territory Governments, and foreshadowed by John Herron 
for other portfolios, should be backed by a National Charter Of Commitment to Aboriginal 
Living Standards signed by Heads of Government,” said Sue Wade, Chairperson of the Alliance. 
 
“This week’s events at Walgett should encourage us and our elected leaders to know that these 
massive challenges can be met, given continued commitment, collaboration between governments 
and communities, good will and the necessary funds.” 
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