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MEDIA RELEASE 
ALLIANCE COMMENDS INITIATIVES FOR RURAL HEALTH 

 
Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance, Sue Wade, tonight commended Health 
Minister Dr Michael Wooldridge for the announcements in the Budget about rural health. 
 
“The Federal Government has delivered on many of its rural health election promises, especially 
the plans to try to overcome the shortage of doctors in rural areas”, said Ms Wade. 
 
“We welcome confirmation of the establishment of six university departments of rural health.  
We are encouraged by the fact that they are to be departments of health rather than medicine and 
hope this foreshadows their involvement in nursing, allied health and Aboriginal health work as 
well as medicine.  A very high priority for us is to have governments recognise and act on 
workforce problems for rural nurses, remote nurses and allied health professionals, as they do for 
doctors. 
 
“The Budget has also confirmed the allocation of a welcome $1 million over four years to boost 
rural medical locum services, and $1 million a year for the John Flynn Scholarships. 
 
“We also note the allocation of an extra $20 million a year for aspects of the training of 
undergraduate and postgraduate medical students which will expose them to work in rural areas.  
We hope this will lead to more of them being able and willing to practise in rural areas, 
particularly as other changes relating to GPs are estimated to reduce the supply of new doctors in 
Australia as a whole by up to 400 a year”, said Ms Wade.  “We look forward to hearing more 
about exactly how this new rural medical program is to work. 
 
“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health is still a desperate worry in rural and remote areas, 
especially given the major cuts to ATSIC’s budget.  These cuts will make the task of improving 
health outcomes in indigenous communities harder as they will reduce the funds for employment, 
training and infrastructure.  All of these affect health status immediately and dramatically. 
 
“The Alliance also welcomes the decision to give around 400 pharmacies the chance to become 
Medicare agencies, and the new money for the National Suicide Strategy.  We are very pleased to 
know that their will be ‘continued support’ for the Royal Flying Doctor Service, the Rural Health, 
Support, Education and Training Program, and the Rural Incentives Program.  As yet we are not 
certain about the level of continued support for these and will wait for clarification. 
 
“Many of the Budget savings decisions target those with higher incomes and assets and this is 
something we support.  There is at the same time an emphasis on those with jobs, including those 
on relatively high incomes, and this seems to be at the expense of the jobless, indigenous 
Australians and some other groups who are really disadvantaged.  Rural areas have even higher 
rates of unemployment than the cities and there seems to be a reluctant acceptance that little will 
be done to reduce the overall rate of unemployment.  This is regrettable for many reasons.  From 
the Alliance’s point of view it is regrettable because there is evidence that poverty and 
joblessness are key factors in poor health”, Ms Wade said. 
 
Further contact:  Sue Wade  (063) 441 314 (wk) (015) 268 834 (mobile)  
   Gordon Gregory  (06) 285 4660 (wk)  (06) 281 3611 
(home) 


