
 
 
 
 
15 August 1996 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

The ABC, Rural and Remote Areas and Health 
 
The Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance has written today to the Chairman and 
Managing Director of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation about the importance of retaining 
the full range of services of the public broadcaster to rural, regional and remote audiences. 
 
“Many people in rural and remote areas are upset about the cuts imposed on the ABC, providing 
further grounds for concern about the extent to which elements of the Government care about 
people in country areas”, said NRHA Chairperson Ms Sue Wade. 
 
“However the matter has been decided.  The most useful thing we can do at the moment is to 
encourage the ABC’s managers to keep the full range of services available to rural people and to 
ensure that the rural services are kept high on the ABC’s list of priorities. 
 
“We are particularly concerned to see that the network of regional radio stations is maintained, as 
well as their mix of information and entertainment programs.  These provide critical information, 
news and cultural material for rural and remote people. 
 
“Most of the comments about the value of regional ABC have focused on information about the 
weather and agricultural matters.  These are certainly important but the regional public 
broadcaster is also vital for health in country areas,” Ms Wade said. 
 
“Many parts of rural Australia have no newspapers or other forms of mass communication.  It is 
only through their local ABC radio that people in these remoter areas receive detailed information 
about health promotion activities being run locally, or the local parts of action on national issues 
such as substance abuse, youth suicide, sexual health and the like.  The detailed local news and 
current affairs programs of the ABC also provide critical information about changes in the 
hospital, aged care and nursing home systems in their nearest towns and regional centre. 
 
“Unless country people have information on plans for changes in services they cannot be properly 
involved in these changes,” said Ms Wade. 
 
“We are particularly concerned about the impact that the cuts will have on the expansion of the 
Triple J network.  This provides valuable information to young people, some related directly to 
health, and it is rural young people who will again miss out. 
 
“Neither should we underestimate the importance of regional ABC’s contribution to quality of 
life and health through its recreational services.  People in the big cities often forget that many 
country areas cannot receive the ABC’s classical programs on FM and that a lot of people do not 
care for a mixture of popular music and ads.,” Ms Wade said. 
 
 
Further information:   Sue Wade (015) 268 834 
     Gordon Gregory (06) 285 4660 


