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Rural Health Alliance Strongly Supports Governments on Gun Laws 
 
The Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance, Sue Wade, today said that the Alliance is 
strongly behind the Commonwealth and State Governments in their determination to strengthen 
gun laws in Australia.  This means support from eighteen national bodies representing rural 
health professionals, country women and other rural health consumer bodies. 
 
“We find the current activities of elements of the pro-gun lobby to be incomprehensible in the 
light of the recent disaster at Port Arthur and the clearly felt views of the Australian public. 
 
“For the Alliance tighter controls over the availability and use of firearms is a health issue, not 
simply a cultural and moral one.  Tougher gun laws will contribute to the avoidance of 
preventable deaths and injuries, including those in the context of domestic violence. 
 
“One of the long-standing priorities of the Alliance has been a concern with the deficiencies of 
mental health services in rural and remote areas.  One particular issue which is related to this is 
the dramatic increase in suicides in rural areas, particularly among young people,” said Ms Wade. 
 
“Data show that among males between 15 and 24 years of age in small country towns the rate of 
suicide increased about twelve-fold between 1964 and 1993, compared with a three-fold overall 
national increase for males.  Evidence shows that about one half of these suicides were associated 
with firearms. 
 
“Overall, eighty percent of gun deaths are due to suicide, which is frequently an impulsive act 
done under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  This means that the ready availability of the means 
of completing a suicide is an important element of this tragic equation. 
 
“As is the case with such terrible events as occurred at Port Arthur, tighter control over the 
availability and use of firearms may not lead to an immediate significant reduction in completed 
suicides in rural areas.  But we have no doubt that a reduction in the total number of guns in the 
community, together with registration and proof of reason for having a gun, is one element of 
what is needed to reduce these grievous figures, as well as other preventable deaths and injuries. 
 
“Doctors and other health workers in rural areas are frequently faced with appalling duties as the 
result of premeditated killings, accidents and suicides associated with firearms.  The Alliance 
therefore has a particularly strong view on this matter and we are dismayed by the current 
backlash from elements of the gun lobby. 
 
“We are confident that with the backing of the Australian community all governments in the 
country will proceed with the intended changes to legislation and regulation affecting the 
ownership and use of firearms.  And we hope very much that individual gun owners and users 
will accept the importance and the good sense of abiding by the new arrangements.” 
 
Further information: Sue Wade, Chairperson - (015) 268 834 
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