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Rural Health Alliance Supports Joint Action on Mental Health 

Services 
 
Sue Wade, Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA), today welcomed 
the Federal Government’s strengthened intention to work with States and Territories to 
ensure that mental health policies and programs meet the needs of both individuals and 
communities. 
 
Ms Wade was referring to Prime Minister John Howard’s comments on mental health 
issues made in the context of his proposals for the firearms controls to be discussed with 
the States and Territories this Friday.  One of the immediate responses to the Prime 
Minister’s comments was a call from the Human Rights Commissioner for careful 
consideration of the treatment and support provided in our society for people with a 
mental disability. 
 
“The NRHA is especially concerned about this issue in rural and remote areas.  In 
country towns, specialised mental health services and support services are much thinner 
on the ground than in our major urban centres,” Ms Wade said. 
 
“Transferring the responsibility for care for those with a mental disability from 
institutions to homes and communities is therefore even more challenging in rural areas.” 
 
“The Member Bodies of the Alliance listed the improvement of mental health services 
second in the priorities for ‘unfinished business’ in their Summer Statement of December 
1995,” Ms Wade said. 
 
Ms Wade also emphasised the importance of governments continuing to play leading 
roles in research and in funding programs for mental health, including in rural areas. 
 
“The Alliance has been working with the Department of Health and Family Services on 
rural components of the National Mental Health Strategy and the Youth Suicide 
Prevention Initiative. 
 
“It is vital that this work continues, as well as that of the various States which are also 
involved in youth suicide prevention activity,” Ms Wade said.   
 
“We support the renewed emphasis on avoiding service duplication between the States 
and the Commonwealth, but this has to be balanced against the urgent need to care for 
those with mental illness and to minimise the chance of such people harming themselves 
or others around them.” 
 
Further contact: Sue Wade, Chairperson, NRHA (015) 268 834 
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