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Alliance Welcomes Bi-Partisan Support for Work on 
Aboriginal Health and Youth Suicide 

 
The eighteen Member Bodies of the National Rural Health Alliance have welcomed the 
support of both political Leaders for continued urgent work on Aboriginal and Islander 
health and on youth suicide. 
 
In the televised debate on Sunday 25 February both Paul Keating and John Howard 
indicated that these are two issues to which their Governments, if elected on 2 March, 
will give high priority. 
 
Sue Wade, Chairperson of the Alliance, said from Cowra today that both the status of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and the rate of youth suicide are matters of 
great concern to people in rural and remote areas. 
 
“It was good to hear in the debate that both Leaders accept the need for a high priority to 
be given to these two issues,” Ms Wade said. 
 
“There is already a significant amount of attention being given by health administrations 
across the country to them and we welcome the fact that, whoever is Prime Minister after 
the election, they will support this and seek new approaches if existing efforts fail. 
 
“In the Coalition’s Youth Policy there is a promise of an additional $18 million over 
three years for the national youth suicide strategy.  The Alliance welcomes this and, in 
particular, the extra $6 million for rural and regional areas.  We will be asking Dr 
Lawrence whether Labor, if re-elected, will match the Coalition’s youth health initiatives 
while maintaining its present work on the issue,” said Ms Wade. 
 
Ms Wade said that the Alliance was also pleased to hear both Paul Keating and John 
Howard make it clear that improving the health of indigenous peoples and reducing the 
rates of youth suicide are complex issues which will require long-term attention. 
 
“We hope that Federal Governments of the future will therefore maintain a high priority 
for these issues, both of  which are of particular significance in non-metropolitan areas.” 
 
Further information, interviews: Sue Wade, Chairperson  (063) 422 899 
     Gordon Gregory, Exec. Dir., (06) 285 4660 
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