
 
 
 
 
Media Release        25 February 1996 

Some Questions for Dr Lawrence 
 
The eighteen national bodies which are members of the National Rural Health Alliance 
would like to have answers from Dr Lawrence to the following questions. 
 
1. Will you show the determination to work with the States and the Northern 
Territory on support programs for rural and remote nurses, allied health professionals 
and Aboriginal Health Workers as you have said you will apply in the area of doctor 
numbers?  How will you increase the rural intake to existing medical schools? 
 
2. Will Labor’s initiatives for rural doctors match in money terms the $27 million 
extra which has now been clarified as being made available under a Coalition 
Government to get more doctors to rural areas? 
 
3. What will you do to have all Rural Health Training Units - key players in the 
provision of an adequate number of suitable health workers for rural areas - provided 
with a realistic and guaranteed level of funding, and to have all rural and remote areas 
covered by the services of such Units? 
 
4. Would Labor, if re-elected, match the extra $18 million promised by the Coalition 
for national youth suicide prevention? 
 
5. Can you match the plans of the Coalition for enhancing health promotion and 
public health activities, and can you guarantee that such activity under a Labor 
Government would pick up the particular characteristics of non-metropolitan areas? 
 
6. Do you support an evaluation of the Rural Incentives Program and, if there is 
evidence that it has happened in the past, will you ensure that money is not spent under 
the Program to shift doctors from one rural area to another? 
 
7. Do you support a speed-up of the rate at which Multi-Purpose Services are 
established and, if so, what more will you do to that end?  
 
8. Will you insist that where a Co-ordinated Patient Care model is established where 
there is a medical practitioner that he or she will be the Manager of it? 
 
9. Would you, if re-elected, support activity underway to establish a Charter of 
Rights for Health Consumers or a Compact of Agreement between the consumers and 
providers of health care? 
 
Contacts for media: Sue Wade, Chairperson of the Alliance (063) 422 899  
   Gordon Gregory, National Office of Alliance (06) 285 4660 
Lawr2302 


