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Rural Health Alliance Expects Much More From Coalition
 
The Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance, Sue Wade, said today that the 
health content of the National Party Campaign Launch by Tim Fischer leaves a great deal 
to be desired. 
 
The Alliance is the peak non-government interest group for rural and remote health.  It 
has eighteen members, all of which are national bodies whose members cover the major 
providers as well as consumers of health services in non-metropolitan Australia. 
 
“Perhaps it is not surprising in an all inclusive policy launch such as Mr Fischer’s last 
Sunday, but the range and number of initiatives for rural and remote health were very 
disappointing,” said Ms Wade.  “Mr Fischer outlined a number of ideas for increasing the 
availability of doctors in country areas.  These ideas are costed at $9 million a year.  For 
a number of reasons this does not excite the eighteen national organisations which make 
up the Alliance. 
 
“For a start, there are programs in place to help meet this need under which considerably 
more money is already being spent by the Commonwealth.  When you add together the 
money already committed to the Rural Incentives Program, the Rural Divisions Capital of 
General Practice, rural training and locum programs for country doctors and pilot 
programs to get more specialists to work in rural areas, it would come to a total several 
times bigger than $9 million a year. 
 
“The second major disappointment to the Alliance is Mr Fischer’s apparent belief that the 
rural and remote health ‘crisis’ is caused entirely by the shortage of doctors.  There is 
certainly a crisis of numbers, morale and, some would say, training currently affecting 
our rural doctors.  And doctors do provide the backbone of a comprehensive health 
service. 
 
“However, rural health services are also suffering from a shortage of nurses, allied health 
professionals and Aboriginal health workers, as well as from the closure of some small 
country hospitals and the loss of functions in others,” said Ms Wade. 
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“It is vital that the Commonwealth plays a major part in meeting these needs, including 
through exercising leadership so that the health administrations in the States and the 
Northern Territory play their parts in improving health services in rural and remote areas. 
 
“We hope that when the Coalition’s health policy is released in full, it will not ignore 
vital issues which the Alliance has been pushing for over a year.  We will wait with 
interest to see what Dr Michael Wooldridge and John Howard have to say about matters 
like Aboriginal health, rural mental health services and the prevention of suicide, support 
programs for non-medical health professionals in rural areas, multi-purpose services, a 
charter of rights for health consumers, coordinated care and other important issues. 
 
“All Shadow Ministers have received detailed information from the Alliance about these 
issues and we would not expect them to be ignored in the health platform of a Coalition 
which aspires to be in Government in a month’s time,” Ms Wade said. 
 
 
Further information:  Sue Wade, Chairperson of the Alliance (063) 422899  
    Gordon Gregory, Executive Director (09) 291 6989, 
    0414-962423 


