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Today‟s announcement by the Prime Minister of a small amount of additional funding for 

allied health programs in rural and remote areas will help provide some additional services for 

people in need – and represents the next step on the long road towards providing equivalent 

levels of support for all health professions. 

 

Dr Jenny May, Chair of the Alliance, said the involvement of the Commonwealth 

Government in programs for nursing and allied health, beginning some years ago, was an 

important part of what is required is to build multidisciplinary health care teams in country 

communities. 

 

“Allied health professions have often been forgotten partners where the establishment of staff 

positions and the provision of professional support have been concerned,” Dr May said. 

 

“Physiotherapists, psychologists, speech pathologists and radiographers – as well as 

practitioners in the other professions deemed as „allied health‟ – have important roles to play 

in the prevention and management of illness, and in the rehabilitation needed to get people 

back into the workforce or to stay independently at home rather than moving to a hospital or 

aged care facility.” 

 

Today‟s announcement recognises the volume of applications received for the modest clinical 

placement program for allied health students established two years ago.  The program 

provides support for transport, accommodation and supervision for students on clinical 

placement, often in their third or fourth year of study.  The program will grow from 100 to 

200 places a year with the additional funds. 

 

A new locum scheme for allied health professionals in remote areas will also be established 

and will provide 100 locum places a year. 

 

“These are small but significant beginnings for special support for allied health professionals, 

and the focus on rural and remote areas recognises the maldistribution and undersupply of 

such professionals in those areas,” Dr May said. 
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