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Rural health workforce fails to register among election priorities 
 
Hospital administration and substantial programs to assist autistic children featured 
prominently among health proposals released this week by both major political parties. But all 
sides of politics failed to advance the core issues that specifically affect the wellbeing of 
people in rural and remote communities. 
 
This week’s NRHA Election Scorecard (see attached) shows the Democrats ahead on points, 
followed by Labor and the Greens, while the Liberal/National coalition continues to lag.   
 
“This week’s twists and turns in the debate about drought support remind us all of the urgent 
need to agree, as a nation, on how we intend to deal with the uncertain future facing many 
communities and industries in rural and remote areas,” said NRHA Chair, Professor John 
Wakerman.   
 
“Support for those on the land (or leaving it) is one thing, but there also needs to be greater 
certainty about what the future holds for rural and remote businesses and communities not 
closely involved with agriculture. The parties should acknowledge the need for an 
independent inquiry into the sustainability of rural and remote communities.” 
 
The outcomes from this week's important debates about the nation's public hospital system 
will also affect people in rural and remote areas.   
 
“The challenges for public hospitals are not related only to finances," Professor Wakerman 
said.  “The even harder issues relate to the roles hospitals should play in an improved health 
system, and the major imbalances between demand and supply of skilled health professionals. 
These challenges can be best met in the context of a collaborative agreement between 
governments, consumers and clinicians about a national health policy and plan.   
  
“Without such a plan, health decisions will continue to be made on an ad hoc basis. The rural 
health sector has not benefited fully from unprecedented budget surpluses over the years. 
There is no better time than the present to address critical health workforce shortages and the 
place of hospitals in the health system.” 
 
The NRHA will update its scorecard regularly between now and the election. Details will be 
distributed nationally to inform voters of the essential issues for improving health outcomes 
for people in rural and remote areas. 
 
Further information:  
Professor John Wakerman, Chair:  0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media:   0419 664 155  
www.ruralhealth.org.au 
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