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Rural health group demands fair access to new technology 
 
The peak body for rural and remote health care supports the Federal Government’s 
$2.5 billion funding for ‘next generation’ medical technologies – on the provision that 
those from the bush have equal access without added financial hardship. 
 
“Everyone knows that people in rural and remote Australia suffer worse health 
outcomes than those in the city,” Professor John Wakerman, Chair of the National 
Rural Health Alliance (NRHA), said today.  “In addition, they also have poorer access 
to health services – and higher out-of-pocket expenses when they do have access.” 
 
“While the Alliance welcomes this initiative, which holds the promise that all 
Australians will receive the benefits of health and medical breakthroughs as new 
technologies come on line, additional funding must be found to underwrite the travel 
and accommodation costs for country people, many of whom have no local access to 
certain specialised services and little access to public transport. 
 
“Support for patients’ travel and accommodation will ensure consumers from rural 
and remote regions have reasonable and equitable access to the high-technology 
medical equipment to which they are entitled,” Prof Wakerman said. 
 
Much of the diagnostic testing, complex treatment and follow-up care which country 
people may require is currently only available at tertiary hospitals in major centres. A 
uniform standard of patient assisted travel between States and Territories would 
greatly improve the level of access to which country people are entitled as taxpayers. 
 
Prof Wakerman was commenting on this week’s announcement by the Minister for 
Health and Ageing, Tony Abbott, of the intention to introduce a Health and Medical 
Investment Fund that will generate ongoing annual returns which could be directed 
towards new facilities and cutting edge equipment to treat disease and save lives. 
 
Decisions on this additional layer of Commonwealth spending will be made on 
Government advice from a panel of advisers, led by the Commonwealth Chief 
Medical Officer, following a competitive grant application process. 
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