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Budget commitment to remote Indigenous stores 
 

Last week’s Budget commitment of $48.1 million over three years to support remote 
Indigenous stores is important recognition of a very serious aspect of the health of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in remote Australia.  The Alliance has 
recently produced a position paper on food security in remote areas and has drawn 
attention to the fact that 60 per cent more adults in remote areas are now missing out 
on food than four years ago.  It is promoting national action on food security in 
remote areas and has also called for update of the Remote Zone Tax Rebates scheme 
to compensate for the disadvantages faced by families living in remote areas. 
 
The National Health Survey revealed that 18,000 adults in remote and very remote 
Australia reported running out of food some time because of a lack of money in the 
twelve months 2004-05.  The proportion of city dwellers in this situation thankfully 
fell from 2001 to 2004-05, but in remote areas it rose from 5.5 to 8.8 per cent. 
 
The Budget allocation will enable Indigenous Business Australia (IBA) to establish a 
company called Outback Stores to provide better governance, financial and stock 
management, supply chain, hygiene, nutrition and staff employment conditions for 
participating community stores.   
 
Community stores are crucial to the health of Indigenous people and to the fabric of 
their communities and the IBA has committed itself to working closely with 
Indigenous communities and industry leaders. 
 
This initiative is part of a growing recognition of the extreme seriousness of food 
issues.  It has led to an encouraging increase in activity around the country, led by 
interested individuals and agencies that in many cases have been involved for years 
 
One of the manifestations of this is the work of the Remote and Indigenous Stores and 
Takeaway Project (RIST).  RIST, funded for three years by five jurisdictions and the 
Australian Government, is working on one of the priority areas of the National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Nutrition Strategy and Action Plan 2000-2010.   
 
The FoodNorth report, published in 2003, provides a summary of key issues involved 
in food supply to remote communities, and includes examples of interventions and 
strategies from different locations aimed at improving access to healthy food.  
 
The RIST project is helping store managers to act on ideas in the FoodNorth report.  
A national audit of remote retail outlets is also underway, commissioned by the 
Department of Family and Community Services.   
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The NRHA is working with the RIST project on a Forum to be held in Adelaide in 
June on freight logistics and transportation of food to remote communities. 

 
For all of these reasons the Budget announcement is most welcome and comes at a 
time when there is a high level of collaboration between transport, production, 
wholesale and community interests to improve food and health outcomes in remote 
communities.  The Alliance will continue to provide its support to these collaborative 
efforts.  
 
 
Further information:  John Wakerman, Chairperson  08 8951 4700 

Gordon Gregory, Exec. Director 02 6285 4660  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit ‘Publications and News’ at www.ruralhealth.org.au
for all the Alliance’s policy documents on rural and remote health. 

 

http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/
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