
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 January 2016 
 
Professor Bruce Robinson 
Chair, Medicare Benefits Schedule Review Taskforce 
Department of Health 
GPO Box 9848 
CANBERRA  ACT   2601 
 
Dear Professor Robinson 
 

OBSOLETE MBS ITEMS - TRANCHE #1 
 
I am writing in response to the consultation paper released in December 2015. 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance (the Alliance) is comprised of 36 national organisations and is 
committed to doing whatever it can to improve the health and wellbeing of the approximately 7 
million people who live in rural and remote Australia.   
 
The Alliance does not have a collective view on each of the proposals to remove specific items from 
the Medicare Benefits Schedule (the Schedule). Some of the individual members of the Alliance will 
no doubt respond to the paper on behalf of their specific constituencies. 
 
The Alliance's concern is that, as the Taskforce considers whether to remove specific items from the 
Schedule, it considers whether there are any specific implications ("unintended consequences") for 
health consumers or clinicians in rural and remote areas.  
 
We note that the Taskforce has data available to it showing the geographic distribution of both the 
services and the patients using those services. If it is the case that a specific item is more heavily used 
in rural and remote areas, careful consideration needs to be given to the reasons for this. For instance 
it may be that alternative or complementary items are not available due to workforce or other 
constraints. The Taskforce's decision should be informed by such special considerations and by an 
understanding of how rural patients might be transitioned to the optimal clinical course available to 
them if they are not already on it. 
 
We recognise the importance of the work being undertaken by the Taskforce and look forward to the 
next steps. Please do not hesitate to contact the Alliance if there is any matter on which we might be 
able to help. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Gordon Gregory 
Chief Executive Officer 


